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Dr. Underwood’s Herpetology Lab
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Underwood’s snakes
Herpetology lab’s professor spreads love of scaly creatures
Taylor McFarland | Reporter
How do you think it would feel to be surrounded
by corn snakes and boa constrictors in a
confined space? Would you be able to handle
the idea of six to seven-foot-long snakes
always being within close range? For Dr. Eileen
Underwood, these circumstances do not only
serve as the parameters for her position as the
director of the BGSU Herpetarium, but they
are a preference.
Having obtained her Ph.D., in Molecular,
Cell and Developmental Biology from Indiana
University in 1979, Underwood has served as
an associate professor in biological sciences
at BGSU for 36 years. As a trained molecular
biologist, she studied developmental

she found the iguanas a new home.
Next, they got their first baby corn snake,
something the children could handle. Soon
after, Underwood took sabbatical and traveled
to Golden, Colorado for a year and brought a
few snakes with her. When she returned, she
was accompanied by a collection of 35 snakes.
“Once I had one, it was like, ‘oh, if I get
three other color varieties, I could talk about
single mutations, double mutations’, and I
used them in my genetics class,” she said. “It’s
more fun to hold up a snake than it is to talk
about fruit fly eyes,” she laughs.
When she returned to BGSU, Underwood
learned the city had a no constrictor snakes

“It gives students the opportunity in working here, they
not only learn how to take care of the animals, they also
learn how to take care of each other.”
— Dr. Eileen Underwood —
BGSU Herpetarium Director

genetics among fruit flies for 25 years
before converting the molecular lab into the
herpetology lab in 1997.
Underwood discovered one of her children
had severe asthma and allergies, and was
advised reptiles were the only kind of pets her
child could be near. They started with a pair
of iguanas, but one bit her 5-year-old son, so

ordinance. According to the American Legal
Publishing website, any wild animal that
poses a danger to human life or property if it
escaped from secure quarters is prohibited,
and constrictor snakes fall under the
specified list.
Popular constrictors like corn snakes
and ball pythons made up the majority of

Goodwill
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Gecko
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the collection that she brought back from
Colorado and since she was unable to keep
them in her home, she devised a way to legally
keep the snakes in her care: by establishing
the BGSU Herpetarium. Since the animals
are legal on campus in an educational
setting, the snakes became useful for her
children as well as her research. The BGSU
Herpetarium can be found in room 111 of
the Life Science building.
Now retired, but still working, Underwood
continues to foster a safe space for students
and the animals that they care for. More than
a home for her snake and lizard collections,
Dr. Underwood recognizes the BGSU Herp
Lab as a home for students too.
“I tend to view the Herp Lab kind of like I’ve
viewed marching band. There may be, you
know, 20,000 students here, but you’ve got a
smaller group,” she said. “You know, we have
at most 36 people working in here. They all
like reptiles, they learn to get along”

“Now retired, but
still working,
Dr. Underwood continues
to foster a safe space
for students and
the animals that
Saturday they care for. ”

Monday 9am - 9pm
Sunday
10am-6pm

Sunday
10 A.M. to 6 P.M.

1058 N. Main St., Bowling Green, Ohio 43402
1058 N. Main Street
www.goodwillnwohio.com

One of the many areas that students
research in the lab is related to the genetics
within corn snakes. Students start this kind
of research as a freshman or sophomore
and don’t finish until their senior year. It is
complex because corn snakes only lay eggs
once a year, and it takes three years before
they are sexually mature, therefore garnering
a large sample size takes multiple years. It was
this research that led to the Herp Lab hosting
nearly 800 animals at one point.
“It’s a long-term goal, but it’s just fun,”
Underwood said. “It gives students the
opportunity to work here, they not only learn
how to take care of the animals, they also
learn how to take care of each other.”

PHOTO BY RIVER HARROD

Dr. Eileen Underwood holding Kiera the Dumeril’s Boa

While many animals have been acquired
through rescue, some have been attained
through compelling circumstances, like
ODOT, a common boa. Underwood said she
is named after the fact that she was found
by an Ohio Department of Transportation
worker on the side of the road.
“It was March 31, and 31 degrees out. This
species rarely goes below 60 (degrees) in the
wild,” she said. “They’re for temperatures in
the 80s. It’s not going to survive.”
Underwood brought her home and set
the boa outside of her office in a plastic
tub to quarantine. She was very thin and
malnourished. After being in freezing
temperatures, Underwood was sure she was
going to return to find a dead snake. ODOT
was alive the next day. After giving her
ample time to recover in heat, Underwood
began to address ODOT’s nutrition.
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Freddy & Freida the Sand Boas
PHOTO BY RIVER HARROD

“I offered her a rat, she took it. She ate
every week for just shy of four months before
she finally pooped. She was that empty,” she
said. “I was sure she would at least have a
respiratory infection after being chilled like
that, but there weren’t any problems. She’s
strong.”
Today, ODOT is highly regarded as one of
the sweetest animals, and is very popular
among students and works really well for
demonstrations.
Many of the animals in the Herp Lab are
there as a result of BGSU students, which is
why it has grown as much as it has in the over
20 years it has been on campus. Underwood
would teach an undergraduate seminar that
was offered every semester in which students
research a particular species of animal, do
literature and learn how to maintain it. At the
end of the class, they’d vote on what animal to
add to the lab and if she had access to it, she’d
add it to the collection.
Students also come up with the names of
the animals.
“I have veto power … We will never have a
big snake named ‘Fluffy,’” she
said in reference to the nowdead reticulated python
formerly housed at
the Columbus Zoo
and Aquarium.

Bearded Dragon
PHOTO BY RIVER HARROD
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The BGSU Herpetarium serves more
than just BGSU students. Underwood hosts
demonstrations that take place 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. on Thursday mornings in which
students from local schools, prospective
BGSU students and other groups, are bussed
to campus where they transform into
observational scientists as they learn and
interact with some of the animals.
She uses physiological traits of the reptiles
like the shape of their eyes and the texture
of their skin to help students identify the
habitat in which an animal belongs as well as
whether the animal is active during the night
(nocturnal) or day (diurnal). Underwood and
volunteers discuss different animals then aid
the students in touching and holding them
during the demonstrations.

“I want to be able to
show the administration,
‘See this is the number
of people who’ve been
impacted by being in here”
— Dr. Eileen Underwood —
BGSU Herpetarium Director

“Her [Dr. Underwood] tireless work throughout the
numerous years she has spent at BGSU has proven to be
influential to BGSU students and their experiences.”
from 9 til 5, sometimes 6 or 7 because there
was a large number of people and they like to
hang out. But since we can’t have that large
group size anymore, they have distinct times
when they’re allowed in,” she said. “Yes, they
can come in other times if they have to, but
there’s nowhere near as many people in here
at any given time.”
Outside of teaching, Dr. Underwood
can be found in the Herp Lab with student
volunteers who assist with care of the many
animals, which includes 70 adult snakes
and 55 adult lizards. Between meetings,
animal care, administrative paperwork and
enlightening students on the biological
sciences that surround the animals in the
lab as they come and go, she is always on
the job.
“I rarely get to sit here and get anything
accomplished unless I stay after everyone’s
left,” she said. “People are in and out all the
time, but I enjoy that.”
Now retired, Dr. Underwood prepares for
the arrival of her successor. Her tireless work
throughout the numerous years she has
spent at BGSU has proven to be influential

“We’ve had a lot of people get over their
fear of snakes this way. Initially, they’d start
out the back of the room and wanted nothing
to do with us. Then they’d see all of their
friends holding snakes and having fun, then
it was ‘Can I try?’ So, it worked,” she said. “It’s
enjoyable. It’s a lot of fun, the animals seem
to enjoy it. It gets them out, gets them more
movement, more interactions”
Like everywhere else in the world,
COVID-19 has significantly impacted the
sense of community within the Herp Lab.
Prior to the pandemic, there were times
when there would be ten to fifteen people
in the lab within the five to six compact
rooms of the lab. Underwood said there
used to have a room they’d call the study
where students would gather to perform
study groups, and invariably there would be
three or four taking either genetics or organic
chemistry, which gave them a group of
people to interact with.
“When we could, anybody could come in
whenever, you know, the lab used to be open

The shortest snake is
their sand boa Freddy at

22 lbs 17 in.

Albino Boa
PHOTO BY RIVER HARROD

Numbers 10,000
BY THE

The heaviest snake is Kyoto
weighing in at

to BGSU students and their experiences. To
illustrate the importance of the Herp Lab to
BGSU administration, she asks all visitors
to use the sign-in sheet that resides at the
entrance of the lab.
“I want to be able to show the
administration, ‘See this is the number of
people who’ve been impacted by being
in here,’’’ she said. “The more numbers,
the more people who come and go, the
more likely they are willing to let us hire
somebody to run this place.”
Underwood’s love for animals and her
approach in teaching students has helped
to alleviate the myriad of misconceptions
that encircle reptiles. Through her guidance
and warmth, students foster greater
sense of intelligence and warmth towards
animals that are commonly believed to
be threatening. She encourages students
to challenge their preconceived notions
through research and interaction.
As a force of herpetoculture, Underwood
proves that being in confined spaces 		
with corn snakes and boa constrictors
is more pleasurable than frightening. n

BGSU Herpetarium Lab is home to
nearly 125 reptiles, located in room
111 of the Life Science building.
Here are some of the statistics
collected from the lab.

Every month she orders about

1,000
1,000

crickets

super worms and

mealworms.

The ages of the snakes range from

2
33

months to

years.

BG & BGSU

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Wednesday, January 26th

50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF DON MCLEAN’S
“AMERICAN PIE”
VIRTUAL EVENT //
6-7PM
Wednesday, January 26th

GUEST SPEAKER:
PETHER BAHNER CFP
MAURER CENTER 336 //
6-7PM
Thursday, January 27th

STUDENT RECITAL:
JORDAN KARRIGAN
PIANIST

BRYAN RECITAL HALL //
8PM
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LIFE Falcon 4 Entertainment

Your weekly recommendation of a movie, book, TV show and album

Heidi Gasser | Reporter

Book:

Movie:

The Year of Magical Thinking by
Joan Didion (2005)

Sorry to Bother You (2018)
(Trigger Warning: Violence,
Sensitive Themes)
As Boots Riley’s directorial debut, the
fantastical satire comedy “Sorry to
Bother You” refreshes with a unique
plot that offers equally progressive
political commentary. Following
young Black man Cassius Green’s
struggle to climb through the ranks
of his telemarketing job, the film
highlights racial and class injustices
with striking irony as Green adopts
a “white accent”— in which Green’s
voice is replaced by a nasally, clearly
Caucasian voiceover, to gain respect
from his corporate superiors. This
humor, among many other pointedly
exaggerated tropes in the film make
for a truly unforgettable watching
experience — it should be duly noted
that films like these are best watched
with time to digest and reflect on
some controversial expressions and
intense images; Warning: the movie
can get pretty disturbing—albeit the
message might be worth the watch.

With the passing of renowned
author Joan Didion this past
December, her memoir “The Year of
Magical Thinking” serves to honor
her memory, documenting the
hardships of tragic loss, parenting,
and womanhood. Lensed through
Didion’s reflections in the year
following her husband’s death
in 2003, Didion is passionate in
admitting some of her most intimate
memories, with both brutal honesty
and careful passion that may paint
an eye-opening picture for those
not having experienced marriage or
parenthood yet themselves.

TV Show:

Ozark (2017-2022)

Fans of the Breaking Bad,
Shameless, or Mindhunter series
should be on the lookout for the
new episodes of this critically
acclaimed crime drama. In four
seasons, “Ozark” creates an eerily
true-to-life viewing experience in
which the audience will feel that
they could too launch a moneylaundering scheme alongside
main characters Marty and Wendy
Byrde. Despite the inevitable
overlap between the Byrde’s
criminal journey and those similar
plots in other crime dramas, Ozark
manages to reimagine cartel
scares, family endangerment,
and the married criminal couple
into a deeper, more psychological
exploration of self-preservation.

Album:

Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club
Band The Beatles (1967)
Any avid pop, rock, or alternative
music listener can explore the
origins of psychedelic rock with The
Beatles’ masterwork “Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band!” As a
concept album, Sgt. Pepper did not
break records and intersect genres
by following the rules, but with
experimental trial and error that
might translate into the album’s
rich variety. It is a fun fact indeed
that the Beatles had to be engineers
in the studio—at times going as
far as breaking an instrument or
cutting recording tapes to piece back
together to get an original sound.
Beyond the album’s production
marvels, Sgt. Pep maintains its rating
as the Rolling Stone’s No. 1 album
of all time with deep lyrics written
to both upbeat and slower tempos,
for those who would like to dance or
would simply like to dream about a
certain “Lucy in the Sky.”

Friday, January 28th

FALCONS AFTER
DARK: OLIVER
HAZARD
BTSU BALLROOM //
7PM-12AM
Sunday, January 30th

SMALL ENSEMBLE:
PRAECEPTA 24/24
BRYAN RECITAL HALL
// 4PM
Tuesday, January 31st

OPENING SPACE
TO ALL WITH SHERI
WELLS-JENSEN
WOOD COUNTY DISTRICT
LIBRARY // 7-8PM
For More Information
on The Arts, Theatre,
Musical Arts, and Other
Events visit the following:
>> EVENTS.BGSU.EDU
>> DOWNTOWNBGOHIO.ORG
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ON
THE

Abigail Muth | Reporter

National news:
Strain on food supply chain
persists
Sparse and empty grocery shelves will
continue or get worse over the next several
weeks according to The Wall Street Journal.
The report states the food supply chain is
“under renewed strain as COVID-19’s Omicron
variant stretches workforces from processing
plants to grocery stores.” The report cites
industry executives and analysts expecting the
challenges to, “persist for weeks or
even months.”
PHOTO BY THOMAS HAWK

Local news:

State news:

Win for BGSU model
UN team

World’s biggest computer
chip lab planned

According to the BGSU website, the
University’s model UN team attended the
American Model UN Conference (AMUN)
in Chicago and took home the award
for their “Exceptional Representation of
Jordan.” AMUN is a simulation of the real
United Nations, where student participants
interact with individuals representing other
countries to negotiate agreements and
write resolutions. BG’s model UN has also
participated in a middle-of-the-night “crisis”
segment representing the country of Guinea
on the 1973 Historical Security Council.

According to the Columbus Dispatch,
computer chip manufacturer Intel has
committed to what could become the
biggest semiconductor operation in the
world, planning to invest $20 billion into two
computer chip plants in Licking County. Intel
CEO Pat Gelsinger and Senior Vice President
Keyvan Esfarjani wrote a letter in which they
expressed their excitement and enthusiasm
for the project. These plants will provide tens
of thousands of jobs through construction,
positions in the chip plants, and within the
sites that Intel suppliers are expected to set up.

House Fire on
Troup Avenue

Obergefell runs for Ohio
House Seat

There was a duplex fire on Troup Avenue
on Jan. 23, early in the morning. Bowling
Green Fire Division Capt. Luke Ward said
that the fire spread quickly and both the
downstairs and upstairs residents made it
out safely, although Ward told the newspaper,
“For those upstairs residents it was a little
dicey.” The call came in at 4:15 a.m. but the
firefighters stayed on the scene until 10 a.m.
to keep an eye out for hot spots. The cause of
the fire is still unknown.

Gay rights advocate Jim Obergefell is running
for a seat in the Ohio legislature, according
to Columbus NBC channel 4. Obergefell was
the lead plaintiff in the landmark 2015 ruling
which ended same-sex marriage bans. One
of his lead stances is protecting Lake Erie, an
economic driver for the surrounding area’s
economy. Obergefell became an LGBTQ+
advocate and activist when he was unable to
legally marry his ill partner in Ohio and was
worried about not being his listed spouse on
the death certificate.

Thousands march against
vaccine mandates
According to Fox News, between 30,000 and
35,000 protestors gathered in Washington,
D.C., Sunday in opposition of COVID-19
vaccine mandates. March organizer Will Witt
said the event wasn’t an anti-vax rally. “But
this march is about the mandate, and this
march is about the Draconian measures that
we’re seeing all across this country right now,
especially in places like D.C., New York City,
Los Angeles, San Francisco.”

STREET
Should the administration
be allowed create classes
& administer them?
CLAIRE
TIBBOLES
1ST YEAR
MASTERS
Food Nutrition

“I think it depends on the calss
and who the administrators are
and what their intentions are.”

DANNY		
YANG
SOPHOMORE
Jazz Studies

“I would think that consulting
more qualified individuals
would be necessary to
administer a class like that,
I don’t see it necessarily
anything wrong with it being
a mandatory class taught by
qualified individuals.”
YVONNE
FURAHA
SOPHOMORE
Health Care
Administration

“Absolutely, I think creating
new classes especiall for
diversity in apublic school is
very important, it’s giving
each student a different
opportunity to learn and
expand their knowledge
about different cultures.”
EMILY
BRADLEY
FRESHMAN
Undecided

PHOTO COURTESY GOTOVAN

“If you’re going to make
a course about a group of
people make sure to consult
the group of people otherwise
it sounds performative.”
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Church Directory

S U N DAYS
9:30AM & 11AM DOWNTOWN BG
252 S MAIN ST

11:30AM ON CAMPUS
UNION BALLROOM

Peace church elca
1021 W. Wooster at Martindale
419-352-0241 • facebook.com/groups/120662287240/
No Requirements • No Restrictions • No Judgement!

@H2OCHURCHBG

HOLY MASS
SATURDAY

Celebrating God’s Love for All!

SUNDAY

Live streams Sunday worship at 10 a.m. on Facebook:
Peace Lutheran Church, ELCA, Bowling Green, Ohio
Those present at worship physical distance and wear a mask!

“Creating Christ-Connected Community”

WWW.H2OCHURCH.COM

We invite you to worship with us
and look forward to meeting you soon!

5:00 PM
10:00 AM
5:00 PM
9:00 PM

www.sttomsbg.org • 425 Thurstin St., BG, OH • Find us on social media @sttomsbg

In Christ,
We Reach Up.
Reach Out,
Reach In.

SUNDAYS / 9:30 & 11AM
GATHERING ON CAMPUS IN OLSCAMP 101
brooksidechurch.net

BG-0126-06.indd 1

sunday worship services
8:00am, 9:30am, and 11am
visit stmarksbg.org
for more information
campus ministry
cassie mugler, cassie@stmarksbg.org

EKEN
THIS WE

D!

315 S. College Dr. (2 blocks from campus) | stmarksbg.org

1/25/22 4:31 PM

St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church
In Christ, We Reach Up, Reach Out, Reach In.

Y

ou’ve chosen BGSU for
your academic journey.
St. Mark’s looks forward
to being part of your spiritual
journey.
At St. Mark’s we believe all people
matter to God, and therefore,
ought to matter to the church.
We value faithful discipleship
lived out in worship, prayer,
service, and loving relationships.

Our Campus Ministry meets on
Thursdays from 7:30-8:30 pm in the
Bowen-Thompson Student Union
(2nd Floor).
For more information contact
Campus Ministry Leader, Cassie Mugler,
cassie@stmarksbg.org

P R AY E R
If you need prayer, St. Mark’s can help.
We have a vibrant Stephen Ministry
program, an active Prayer Network,
and multiple pastors on staff.

WORSHIP
St. Mark’s offer three worship services
every weekend.
• Sunday @ 8:00, 9:30, and 11 am
Go to stmarks.org for latest updates

We’re located just 2 blocks south of
campus on South College Drive

PLUS … we welcome new ideas and
ministries that are important to you.

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
315 S. College Drive
Bowling Green, OH 43402
419) 353-9305
Website: www.stmarksbg.org
Email: office@stmarksbg.org

Follow us on Facebook/
Twitter/Instagram @ stmarksbg

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

God’s work. Our hands.

You have chosen BGSU
“
for your academic journey.
We look forward to joining you
on your spiritual journey.

BG-0126-07.indd 1

”

1/25/22 4:30 PM
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Kreischer Late Night goes
mobile only
Andrew Bailey | Editor-in-Chief

“
By Falcons

Dining at the Kreischer Quadrangle looks a
bit different this semester. And it serves food
differently too.
Kreischer Late Night — formerly the Sundial
until the fall semester of 2019 — began plans
for its redesign in mid-December 2021 and was
opened on Jan. 11.
Orders are cashless, mobile-only and picked
up from a shelf facing the west end of Late
Night. The Transact and Starship apps and a
single ordering kiosk are the only way to place
orders.
BGSU Dining Marketing Manager Callie
Inkrott said the change is a reaction to
nationwide staffing shortages, by no longer
requiring cashiers.
“Our employees are happy because now it’s
more efficient … they can focus more on food
quality and getting everything out quickly,” she
said of the reduced staff on shifts.
The space where customers waited in line
has now been closed off and reserved for
employees.
Inkrott said students seem to like the change,
because “they can walk in, grab their food

For Falcons

UNIVERSITY COURTS
UNIVERSITY VILLAGE

ing
A Winn !
on
Locati

“

PHOTO BY ANDREW BAILEY

and walk out.”
While Inkrott said the benefit of no lines
does help facilitate social distancing, there is
no explicit purpose for closing the space to
customers.
Late Night currently has three options for
food: pasta dishes from Al Dente, burgers from
Burger Bar 325 and pizza from the new Ziggy
Zzas, which replaced Wild Pie with a new menu
and signage at the beginning of the semester.
The seating areas on the east and west sides
of Late Night are still open.
Inkrott said there are no plans to revert
Late Night back to its old design, regardless
of COVID-19 safety guidelines possibly being
loosened in the future.
Late Night is open seven days a week from 5
p.m. to midnight. n

The Corner Of Clough & Mercer, One Block From Campus

Live
near

www
Field
House

Tennis
Courts

Ice
Arena

McDonalds Bank

University
Courts Apts.

Mercer Rd.

@ bgfalconmedia.com

Intramural
Fields

Generous utility package
include in your rent.
(gas, water, sewer, & trash)
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Community of Care
Andrew Bailey | Editor-in-Chief
Students need to care for their fellow
students.
This altruistic ideal is the basis for BGSU’s
Community of Care initiative, which charges
every Falcon with looking out for each other.
The initiative focuses on six different
categories of issues either everyone
themselves, or someone they know,
experiences:
• Alcohol and Substance Misuse and Abuse
• Diversity and Inclusion
• Hazing Prevention and Education
• Mental Health and Well-being
• Physical Health and Wellness
• Sexual Misconduct and Title IX
Development of the initiative began last
spring, BGSU’s Chief Health Officer Ben
Batey said in a phone call.
Protests against systemic racism and
police violence, the hazing death of BGSU
student Stone Foltz and the continued
struggle with the COVID-19 pandemic and
its impact on mental health, highlighted the
need for such a campus-wide initiative.
BGSU Media Strategist Michael Bratton,
who was also on the call, clarified these
issues have always been important to the
university.
When it comes to the community
member’s role in the initiative, there are two
parts: recognizing the issue and acting on it.
For example, the Community of Care
webpage provides tips on how to recognize
if someone is in distress on the Mental
Health and Well-being tab. It differentiates
between warning signs of someone who is
struggling, such as frequent crying and short
term appetite loss, and signs that require
immediate intervention, such as explicit

PHOTO BY HANNAH MCFARLAND

statements of suicidal intentions or extreme
self harm.
It then provides resources for someone
who sees these warning signs, such as
contacting an RA or accompanying the
individual to the Counseling Center.
Most of the other tabs have similar
resources and specific signs to look out for
and actions to take, except for the Diversity
and Inclusion and Physical Health and
Wellness tabs.
The Diversity and Inclusion tab provides
links to on- and off-campus resources, as well
as those in surrounding communities and
the region with more extensive information.
It does not provide signs of a lack of diversity
or inclusion, such as marginalized voices
being silenced, or actions to take, such as
uplifting marginalized voices.
There is a similar lack of information
on the Physical Health and Wellness tab
compared to the others.
While this initiative specifically calls on the
campus community to care for one another,
Batey said the university will continue to
require certain education of all students,
faculty and staff, such as anti-hazing training
being required of all members of a student
organization. BGSU will also continue to
offer optional education in these areas.
One of the Community of Care’s longterm goals is tracking metrics on related
statistics, like reports through “See it. Hear
it. Report it.” and the number of visits to the
Counseling Center, Batey said.
Batey said as education on recognizing
issues and reporting them increases, the
number of reports the university receives will
hopefully increase too.
“But the hope is, that over time, we start
to see those reports to be at a lower level
of concern because we’re getting in front
of things before it reaches the point that
somebody has drank too much and has to
go to the hospital,” Batey said. “If people are
able to step in earlier in that process, we can
get to the point where we’re actually having
intervention versus having to respond to
issues.”
Batey also said the Community of Care is
an ongoing initiative, with modifications as
needed, and will eventually feature a regular
newsletter with further information on the
various topics.
Much like the initiative’s goal, the team
behind it spans people and departments
across campus.
Including himself, Batey named people
such as Dean of Students Chris Bullins
and Chief Diversity and Belonging Officer
Jennifer McCary for the roles they played in
developing the initiative. Along with their
respective departments, Batey cited the
Wellness Connection and the Fraternity and
Sorority Life Office, among others, as part of
the ongoing action. n
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Campus winter fest
Gretchen Troxell | Reporter
Alivia Hartpence | Reporter
Winter campus fest introduced students to a
variety of student organizations, programs and
offices on Jan. 19. The event allowed students
to make new connections and discover groups,
causes and activities they care about.
The event was split with approximately 100
groups set up in the community ballroom and
approximately 40 groups in the multipurpose
room within the Bowen-Thompson Student
Union. These groups included sororities
and fraternities, volunteer organizations,
department offices and other clubs. They all set
up tables and welcomed prospective members
to get more information on their organization.
Although there was a larger outdoors
campus fest last semester, this event was still
beneficial to organization leaders looking to
increase their membership. Due to COVID-19,
some groups have had difficulty organizing and
maintaining student participation.
Some organizations, including Rotaract, a
community service club, are still recovering
from the loss of membership that occurred
during the beginning of COVID-19.
“Unfortunately, with campus fest being nixed
in 2020, we weren’t able to gather members like
we wanted,” Rotaract President John Robinson
said. “I became president my sophomore year,
but because of COVID-19, we couldn’t do those
events; we couldn’t get people to come join the
club. People didn’t want to show up in-person,
which is understandable and I felt like it did
impact us.”
Other organizations have been having
similar issues with encouraging members to
come to in-person meetings. However, these
organizations are still hosting events and trying

“We’ve noticed a lack
of people wanting to
come in, but we’ve been
trying to sometimes do
zoom meetings, but this is
the first semester we’re
actually being able to have
guest speakers come in and
talk to us which has been
really nice. ”
— Hope Chaffin —
FORGE Vice President

to engage with their members.
FORGE, an organization that seeks to include
everyone and promote equality, is one group
on campus who is working on adapting to
challenges brought forth by COVID-19.
“We’ve noticed a lack of people wanting to
come in, but we’ve been trying to sometimes
do zoom meetings, but this is the first semester
we’re actually being able to have guest speakers
come in and talk to us which has been really
nice. We’re having Planned Parenthood come
in next week to talk about safe sex, STIs, birth
control,” FORGE Vice President Hope
Chaffin said.

ALL SERVICES FREE

• Pregnancy Tests & Ultrasounds
• Limited STI Testing
• Additional Resources
Text: 567-331-0754
Call: 419-354-4673

www.bgpc.org

Live
Chat!

531 Ridge Street | Bowling Green, OH 43402

PHOTO BY GRETCHEN TROXELL

Rotaract has also been busy planning events
for their members and are currently working
with Habitat for Humanity and are planning a
fundraiser for April.
Other organizations, such as Women in
Business Leadership, have been successful
switching to an in-person format which allows
their members new opportunities to engage
with the group.
“We’re all in-person now, and I think our
members like having that option because most
organizations are still doing virtual meetings, so
they have that time to come in and actually be
personable with people,” said Chair of Special
Events, Alex Falter.
For big organizations like Women in Business
Leadership, being able to meet in-person
allows members to develop deeper connections
with each other.
“We’re a big organization, but it feels small.
We’re all close, and we support each other,”
Falter said.

“We’re all in-person now,
and I think our members
like having that option
because most organizations
are still doing virtual
meetings, so they have that
time to come in
and actually be personable
with people,”
— Alex Falter —

Chair of Special Events
As groups begin to have more
opportunities for member participation,
a lot of them have been utilizing social
media as a way to bring awareness to their
respective groups. These platforms are
where events are promoted and where
prospective members can reach out to
find more information. Most organizations
allow interested students to directly
message either the organization’s page or
the pages of members of the executive
club board.
Rotaract can be contacted at Rotaract
Club of BGSU on Facebook, and they are
currently looking into getting a Twitter or
Instagram. Their next meeting will be on
Feb. 1 at 7:30 p.m. in Eppler North 302.
FORGE can be found at @forge_bgsu on
Instagram. Their next meetings will be Jan.
26 and Feb. 9 at 7:30 in Olscamp 208.
Women in Business Leadership can be
found at @wblbgsu on Instagram. Their
next meeting will be Feb. 1 at 7:30 p.m. in
Central Hall 114. n
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Marvin Center

WITH DR. JACOB C L EM ENS

O

riginally from Lima, Ohio, Dr. Jacob Clemens came to BGSU
in 2009 as a graduate student. 10 years later and multiple
roles at the university later, he is the director of the 			
C. Raymond Marvin Center for Student Leadership.
Logan Sanders | Reporter
When and where did you go 		
to college?
I graduated from Ohio Northern
University with a BA in Professional and
Organizational Communication and a
minor in leadership in 2004. I graduated
with my Master of Education in Higher
Education Administration and Student
Affairs from Kent State University in 2006.
I graduated with My Ph.D. in Higher
Education Administration from BGSU 		
in 2014.
How long have you had your
position?
I originally came to BGSU in August 2009
as a full-time doctoral graduate assistant
working with the Sidney A. Ribeau
President’s Leadership Academy (PLA).
After the Center for Leadership was created
in 2010, the PLA became part of the Center.
On January 1, 2012, I was hired in a fulltime role for the Center as the Assistant
Dean of Students. On February 14, 2014, I
became the advisor of SICSIC. I became the
Associate Dean of Students for the Center
for Leadership on July 1, 2017. In February
2019, the Center was named in honor of
BGSU alumnus, C. Raymond Marvin and
the name was changed to the C. Raymond
Marvin Center for Student Leadership. On
July 15, 2020, the Marvin Center for Student
Leadership was organizationally moved
to the Division of Diversity and Belonging
and my titled changed to Director of the
C. Raymond Marvin Center for Student
Leadership. On February 19, 2021, the
BGSU Spirit Program, including Freddie
and Frieda Falcon and the cheer and
dance teams, joined SICSIC to report to me.
On July 1, 2021, the student programs with
in the Center for Public Impact
moved to into the Marvin Center under
the Civic Engagement area. Some of these
programs include: BG alt breaks, BGSU
Votes, Days of Service (e.g. MLK Day of
Service), service and volunteer education
and communication, and community
service reporting.
How did you get to your position at
the Marvin Center?
I started as a doctoral graduate assistant
and interviewed and was hired as a fulltime staff member.

When you assumed your position,
what were your goals and how has the
center grown since?
My goals were to grow the Center for
Leadership. We had a handful of established
programs but I was the first full-time staff
member hired after the creation of the Center
for Leadership and my hope was to grow
the Center into one of the best leadership
centers in Ohio and the U.S. After 11 years,
the Marvin Center for Student Leadership is
known for our depth and breadth of programs
and experiences. We currently have one of the
best Centers in the U.S. and offer programs
that are recognized as best practices in
leadership development in higher education.
Moreover, the Center was named and funded
by the generosity of Dr. Ray Marvin. Most
importantly, thousands of students have
benefited from the programs offered by the
center, and we continue to seek new ways to
innovate and serve our students.
What can the center do for students
and student organizations?
All of our programs are free to students.
We offer an array of programs, awards
and experiences for students to grow their
leadership. Moreover, we have an established
peer educator program that any student
organization can utilize. These peer educators
can facilitate short leadership workshops all the
way to day-long retreats.
Emergency Winter Car Kit
What do you see for the future of
the center?
We will continue to innovate and create
opportunities for students to develop their
leadership and to help foster a sense of
belonging here at BGSU. We collaborate
with the College of Education and Human
Development to offer the leadership minor. I
predict the minor will continue to grow and
we will continue to partner to ensure we are
preparing an effective curricular experiences
for leadership development. Additionally,
the Marvin Center for Student Leadership
expanded our scope and now oversees all
student civic and community engagement
programs. This includes BGSU Votes, BGSU
Alternative Breaks, MLK Day of Service, the
weekly service update to inform students of
volunteer opportunities, and education for
students who want to offer and plan service
experiences for their organizations and groups.

“Most importantly, thousands of students
have benefited from the programs offered
by the center, and we continue to seek new
ways to innovate and serve our students.”
Dr. Jacob Clemens Director of the Marvin Center

n
n
n
n

1/19: Women’s BB (92) vs. Central Michigan (68) W
1/20: Men’s BB (66) vs. Oakland (91) L
1/21: GYM (190.225) vs. Central Michigan (193.950) L
1/22: Women’s Swim (172) vs. Toledo (128) W
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n
n
n
n

1/22: Men’s BB (82) vs. Western Michigan (75) W
1/22: Women’s BB (70) vs. Ohio (85) L
1/22: Women’s Tennis (0) vs. Notre Dame (7) L
1/24: Women’s BB (71) vs. Eastern Michigan (60) W

Toledo washed in Battle of I-75
BRANDON LOE | FALCON MEDIA SPORTS DIRECTOR

This past weekend BGSU added another tally to the win column for the
Battle of I-75 for the current academic year. The Women’s Swimming and
Diving team tore through the Toledo
Rockets this past weekend on a day
honoring its seniors.

Zoe Miller goes for a layup against Eastern Michigan.

PHOTO COURTESY OF @BGFalconHockey

Women’s basketball recap
CHARLES RYAN | REPORTER

The women’s basketball team took to
the road this weekend in a two game
series against the Ohio Bobcats on
Saturday and the Eastern Michigan
Eagles on Monday.
On Saturday the Falcons struggled
to find an offensive rhythm against
an aggressive upfront defense led by
CeCe Hooks. Who had just broken
the Ohio University all-time scoring
record which was held previously
for 36 years by Caroline Mast. Hooks
is only the second Bobcat player to
surpass 2,000 career points. During
the game Hooks also was awarded
with the MAC all-time leading scorer
with 2,510 career points.
The Falcons struggled early in
the first quarter as a fast offense
from the Bobcats set the pace for
a majority of the game. The team
looked a little tired out on the court
as they appeared to get suffocated
on the interior and were forced to
the perimeter. Fresh off the bench
Morgan Sharps appeared to bring
some new momentum to the offense
scoring a pair of deep shots to get the
falcons on the board and bring them
within six points heading into the
second quarter.
As the game progressed though,
the Falcons continued to struggle

on both sides of the ball. Although
the Bobcats led by double-digits,
Madison Parker moved quickly
to stop an eight point run for the
bobcats. As the quarter progressed
Kadie Hempfling was able to
connect with the freshman Amy
Valasco and worked efficiently
in the paint. Unfortunately the
Bobcats took off once again late in
the second period and went into
halftime with a 43-27 lead.

“

She’s such a
unique player.
What separates her
from others is
her enthusiasm
for the game.

“

— Robyn Fralick —
Head Women’s Basketball Coach
In the second half, the falcons
came out with a new intensity and
aggression that was not seen during
the first half. With quick plays
between Kenzie Lewis and Madison
Parker that brought the Falcons back
into the game.

But the Bobcats quickly shut that
down and held a lead of 22 points.
The Falcons worked fast through the
last quarter to try and close up the
gap as much as possible and brought
the game within 12.
But the Falcons did not have
time to mourn the loss as two days
later they were back on the road in
Ypsilanti Michigan to take on the
Eastern Michigan Eagles. With the
quick turnaround the Falcons used
a new found aggression from their
game Saturday to lead the entirety of
the 40 minutes against the Eagles.
“I thought our team did a great
job tonight. Eastern was in the same
boat as we were; we both had quick
turnarounds after playing Saturday.
I thought our kids locked in to the
things we asked them to do,“ Coach
Robyn Fralick said.
The Falcons looked like they
were able to get comfortable in
their offensive pushes shooting
over 50% from the floor. Once
again Hempfling led the Falcons
on the court to bring in scoring,
leading the team with 19 points
on the night. Locking in to get the
job done is something that the
Falcons have relied on Hempfling
to do throughout this season, and
hempfling has continued to prove
>> CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Zoe Smith and Daisy Platts
headlined the day for Bowling Green
with Smith winning both the 3-meter
and 1-meter diving and Platts
winning the 100 Yard Backstroke
and 200 Yard Backstroke in her two
individual performances.
This marked the Falcons first dual
meet in over two months and also the
last competitive meet the women will
have at Cooper Pool before the MAC
Championship meet next month.

Head Coach, Rickey Perkins, talked
post meet about how pleased he was
with his teams performance.
“The girls have done an incredible
job at coming in, working hard and
it’s really starting to show,” Perkins
said.
Three dual meets remain on
the schedule with the final set for
Saturday, Feb. 12 against the Toledo
Rockets once again. The MAC
Championship will be held at Cooper
Pool from Feb. 23 to 26. n

Daisy Platts

BGSU athlete of the week
BRANDON LOE | FALCON MEDIA SPORTS DIRECTOR

While the Battle of I-75 in
the water ended in a BGSU
victory, it also served as
senior day for the Falcons.
Daisy Platts was one of
multiple seniors honored
for Bowling Green prior
to the start of the meet.
Platts holds multiple BGSU
records, and continues to
be one of the team’s top
performers. During the
meet this weekend, Platts
won both of her individual
events by a wide margin
and contributed to a first
place 200 Medley Relay
and a second place 200
Freestyle Relay that was less
than a second off of first
place. While her time may
be winding down for BGSU,
her best performances may
be yet to come with the
MAC Championship just
around the corner.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BGSU ATHLETICS
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UPCOMING
EVENTS:

>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

that there is a reason for that.
“She’s such a unique player. What
separates her from others is her
enthusiasm for the game. She’s an
inside-out player, and I thought
we could take advantage of some
switches,” Fralick said.
The Falcons sent the Eagles
away with a score of 71-60. And
look to continue their momentum
as they welcome the Western
Michigan Broncos into battle back
home in the Stroh Center January
27th at 7:00p.m. n

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26TH

VS
BGSU VS. WMU // 7PM
WOMENS BASKETBALL
SATURDAY, JANUARY 29TH

VS
BGSU VS. TOLEDO // 1PM
WOMENS BASKETBALL

SATURDAY, JANUARY 29TH

Falcon Radio

Salvatore Evola defending the goal as a player of the Johnstown Tomahawks.

Hockey signs
new backup goalie

B

MOMO PFAFF | REPORTER

88.1 WBGU-FM

To listen to the Bowling Green
Radio Sports Organization’s
live coverage of games, scan
the QR code and find the
broadcast on the BG Falcon
Media homepage:

https://www.bgfalconmedia.com/

GSU hopes to strengthen
its defense by signing
freshman goalie Salvatore
Evola. He was signed to be
between the pipes along
with current goalie Christian Stoever,
as BG netminder Zack Rose has
had some issues with a hip injury.
Because of this injury, many recent
Falcons games have relied on Stoever
to be in Rose’s place, but Bowling
Green knew that other options
needed to be explored as well, with
emphasis on adding depth to the
team’s goaltending.
“We’re very fortunate to have
landed on Sam,” head coach Ty
Eigner said in a press conference on
Jan. 18, “our interest in him and his
interest in us was important. To get it
done all so quickly was something we
did not anticipate.”
Although finding another goalie
was a very fast process for Bowling
Green, especially with finding
someone in the middle of the season,
Eigner gave high remarks to Evola
and believes he can be a huge asset

“

He’s competitive,
a hard worker,
a really good student,
has never shied away
from any challenge,
always one of
those guys who
earned everything
he’s gotten.
So we told him
that we had
an opportunity.

“

— Ty Eigner —
Head Hockey Coach

VS

PHOTO VIA @BGFalconHockey

to the Falcons as they fight their way
into a playoff spot. “He’s competitive,
a hard worker, a really good student,
has never shied away from any
challenge, always one of those guys
who earned everything he’s gotten.
So we told him that we had an
opportunity.”
Evola, a Michigan native, had
previously played in the NAHL for
Johnstown Tomahawks. In the 202122 season thus far with 24 games
under his belt, he has earned a GAA
of 2.73 and a save percentage average
of .917. The 20 year old freshman
hopes to bring more depth in Falcon
defense, and can be a viable option
for the team along with Christian
Stoever. With postseason experience
under his belt, the Falcons hope that
Evola can be the extra push they
need in order to be successful in the
upcoming playoffs. n

BGSU VS. KSU // 5PM
MENS BASKETBALL

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30TH

VS
BGSU VS. NIU // 2PM
GYMNASTICS

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH

VS
BGSU VS. MSU // 7:07PM
HOCKEY
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BG NEWS
Steps we can take to avoid
burnout in an era of covid
Matthew
Matthew Gergely
Gergely||Opinion
OpinionWriter
Writer
As we reach continue into week 3 of spring
semester at BGSU, some of us might be feeling
the effects of invisible forces and challenges
that will test the limits of our mental health.
Of course the pandemic hasn’t help in
making our college experience any easier.
According to Healthline, college students
are reporting higher levels of both anxiety
and burnouts in the COVID-19 era than the
previous decade. With the Omicron variant
running rampant throughout the country
and debates about more school shutdowns
or transitioning back to online class possibly
becoming a reality, this is not an ideal
environment for America’s
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college students.
Obviously it should go without being said
that everyone should receive a dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine. According to the CDC, the
Pfizer shot is highly effective in preventing
hospitalization from the virus but data is
less clear on the vaccine’s effectiveness on
containing transmission. With that being said,
COVID-19 provides a unique challenge this
semester and testing positive for COVID-19
has the potential to set back BGSU students
in their classwork and labs. That’s why it is
important that we are attentive to our classes
and make sure we are communicating with
the professors. In my own experience very
professor has been supportive and accessible
for students that test positive.
Outside of COVID-19, our daily lives
present numerous challenges that we must
face throughout the semester. As winter
approaches, nature will be less cooperative
than Ohio’s more warmer months. For those
of us that commute to school, the last thing
we need is having to wake up finding our
vehicle covered in two feet of snow. Making
sure that we prep our transportation with
scrapers, daily maintenance, and having
alternate modes of transportation like
carpooling and shuttle service makes the
weather one less problem to worry about.
One of the most challenging things us
students can face during our stay at BGSU
is time management. This is more true for
those of us fresh on campus that might be
overwhelm by the numerous events and
activities on and off campus. Sometimes
we commit ourselves to so many clubs,
organizations and activities that we stretch
ourselves thin and can translate into us not
giving our classwork as much attention as it
may need. For us that work while in school,
our social life might take a hit, especially if
we rightly focus on our school work with our
limited time. Balancing the “trinity” of college
life (work, class, and fun) will make our time
at college more fulfilling and overall
more enjoyable.

BE SMART.

BE PR EPARED.
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The way we can balance is looking overall
what is the most important. School should
always go first and talking to your advisor when
arranging your schedule to make sure your
classes are close together to maximize your
free time. Then dedicate a set number of hours
towards studying and homework based on
your need. If you are struggling, take advantage
of the many tutoring services on campus and
work that into your set aside hours. Second,
if you work, then make sure you only take

on hours that you know you can manage.
Whether it’s working on weekends or spreading
it throughout the weekday, non-school work
can be a main contributor in burnout among
some students. Lastly, go and enjoy yourself.
Give yourself sometime to have fun whether
its partying with friends, hanging at the bar,
or even enjoying some alone time at home.
College is a special time in our lives and we
should enjoy as much of it as we can. n

POSSIBLE INCREASE IN
STUDENT LEGAL SERVICES FEE
Nia Lambdin | Reporter
Undergraduate Student Government read
in a new resolution Jan. 24.
Senate Resolution 09 is “formally
supporting the promotion of an increase in
the optional student legal services fee from $9
to $13.”
Alex Chiarelott, President of USG, stated
that “this is something that they [Student
Legal Services] have wanted to do for a couple
of years now.”
When asked what exactly the Student Legal
Services does, Chiarelott responded that “a lot
of it deals with landlord issues in off-campus
housing, that’s kind of the biggest part of what
they do.”

BE COVERED.

just $9/semester

The last time this fee was increased was
during 2014 when it was raised from $7 to $9.
S.R. 09 states, “the Undergraduate Student
Government supports the maintenance of
services provided by Student Legal Services
and the decisions brought to the university by
Student Legal Services.”
Chiarelott added that “the rationale behind
it is to hopefully be able to hire on a third
attorney, currently there are two.”
This resolution will be fully supported by
USG if passed in the next general assembly.
Starting in February, USG as well as other
organizations on campus will be participating
in a Food Drive surrounding the upcoming
Superbowl known as “Soup or Bowl”. n

STUDENT LEGAL SERVICES
R E A L L A W Y E R S | R E A L R E S U LT S

sls@bgsu.edu | 419-372-2951
www.bgsu.edu/sls
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Welcome to
the New SamB’s!

O

n March 6, 1972, three BGSU
students opened a small sub shop and
named it SamB’s, in honor of Irish playwright Samuel Beckett. I’m Jim Ferrell,
one of those students. Fifty years later,
SamB’s has evolved into Bowling Green’s
premiere place to eat. We’ve recently moved
to a new and completely renovated

facility, one we’re confident you’ll find
beautifully designed, comfortable and
intimate.
We invite you to join us and experience
the SamB's legacy.
Jim Ferrell
BGSU Class of 1972

146 North Main | 419.353.2277 | www.sambs.com

✔Attend a Guest
Speaker Talk

✔ Sled down the
I-75 Hill “Bill’s Hill”

Every week, BGSU
welcomes guest speakers
and panelists to campus.
Check out the events
calendar on page 4 or at
events.bgsu.edu/calendar to see
who will be visiting BGSU.

Grab your sled,
baking sheet or
laundry basket
and head over to
“Bill’s Hill” behind
the stadium, to catch
some air on the snow
covered sledding hill overlooking I-75.

✔ Order a Pita from
Pita Pit

✔ Attend a ‘Falcon’s
After Dark’ Event

Create your own
pita at one the most loved
restaurants in town. located at 522 E.
Wooster St, Pita Pit provides various
healthy options and a selection of
toppings. They also offer dine-in,
takeout, and no-contact delivery.

Join fellow
Falcons every
Friday night in
the BowenThompson
Student Union
for a series of high-energy events lasting
from 7-11 p.m. Hosted by the Division of
Student Affairs, you can enjoy free food,
music, and other engaging activities.
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